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It is an interdisciplinary program that 
equips students with the skills to analyze, 
understand and articulate the complexities 
and interdependencies of today’s global 
challenges. 

Innovative because…

Exemplary because…
students explore how global challenges 
impact local contexts, uncover root causes 
of inequality, conflict, and ecological 
change, critically evaluate policy 
interventions, and discuss possible 
pathways toward sustainable futures.
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Idea
“Global Futures: Development, Sustainability, Social Justice” is a joint 
MA program in Social Anthropology and Geography, with contributions 
from Area Studies and other relevant disciplines. It offers training in 
qualitative methods with options to integrate quantitative approaches 
and Geographical Information Systems (GIS).

Success factors
1. Fostering critical dialogue about today’s global challenges
2. Advancing research for sustainable and just futures
3. Building partnerships with universities across the Global South
4. Facilitating connections with the humanitarian and development 

sector

Goals
1. Analyze global challenges through an interdisciplinary lens based on 

theoretically and empirically informed research.  
2. Reflect on the theoretical, practical, and ethical dimensions of global 

politics, humanitarianism, development, and responses to ecological 
change. 

3.  Experience the spirit of collaboration with students, academics and 
activists from universities and partner organizations from different 
parts of the world.
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Contact:

Dr. Christine Schenk 
globalfutures@isek.uzh.ch
www.globalfutures.uzh.ch
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